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Cataloguing Codes in the German-speaking Countries

• 1899, Instructions for the alphabetical 
catalogues of the Prussian libraries

• 1970, RAK, Rules for descriptive
cataloguing

• 1980, RSWK, Rules for subject
cataloguing

• 2016, RDA for bibliographic and authority
data
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• National Libraries
• Library Networks
• Special Libraries
• Public Libraries

Committee for Library Standards
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Organisational Structure for Museums and Archives?
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Implementation in three steps

• Translation
• International Cooperation
• RDA Project

RDA in the German-speaking library community
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Translation

• 2004 decision of the Committee for Library Standards
to engage in a German translation

• 2012 first German translation of RDA on the website
of the German National Library

• 2013 the German translation is available in the
RDA Toolkit

• 2015 French translation of the D-A-CH policy statements
• Continuous updating of the German translation



10RDA, Cooperation in the Cultural and Heritage Sector | Christian Aliverti / Renate Behrens | Dublin, OH, USA  | 11 August 2016

International Cooperation

RSC

RDA Steering

Committee
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RDA project : an overview

• 2012, start of the RDA Project in D-A-CH
• 2014, policy statements in the RDA Toolkit
• 2014, implementation of RDA in the

Integrated Authority File (GND)
• 2015, consortial license for the RDA Toolkit
• 2015/2016, RDA Training
• 2016, all partners of the RDA Project have switched to RDA
• 2016, at the end of the year the RDA Project ends
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What about Hair-locks?

RDA ???
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Letters, dossiers
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Objects and Paintings
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Buildings

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:CH-NB_-_Luzern,_Kapellbr%C3%BCcke_mit_Wasserturm,_vue_partielle_-_Collection_Max_van_Berchem_-_EAD-6741.tif
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:CH-NB_-_Luzern,_Kapellbr%C3%BCcke_mit_Wasserturm,_vue_partielle_-_Collection_Max_van_Berchem_-_EAD-6741.tif
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Natural Monuments
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RDA Toolkit

RDA Toolkit

Paintings

Objects

Buildings

Monuments

Dossiers

Letters

etc.
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RNA/RDA an Example

RNA RDA RNA RDA
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RDA

Application Profiles

D-A-CH

LC PCC PS

Best Practises MLA

Literary Estates 2018 
ff

Committee for Library 
Standards D-A-CH

WGs

EG

EG
WG Literary Estates

WG Old Books

WG Graphic Materials

WG Manuscripts

Subject Cataloguing
2017/18 ff

WG Subject
Cataloguing
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Libraries

Museums, 
Archives

Cooperation?
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Libraries
Museums, 
Archives

Cooperation!
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Authority Data have a high value and can be a 
common starting point for a cooperation with
institutions providing cultural heritage.
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GND (Integrated Authority File)

• GND Authority file for persons, corporate bodies, conferences and
events, geographic entities (places), topics and works

• Used for descpritive and subject cataloguing

• Cooperation of 16 partners in three countries (extension is
planned)

• Cataloguing Codes
• RDA (since July 2014)
• RSWK (German rules for subject cataloguing)



Wikipedia



Bildarchiv Foto Marburg

GND



Historical Dictionary of Switzerland
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RDA – a tool for everything?
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Conclusion

• Supporting institutions in their daily work with RDA, e.g. 
problem-solving

• Working groups for special materials with partners from 
different cultural sectors

• Participation in the Development of RDA (e.g. restructuring
of the RDA Toolkit)

• Building up an organisational infrastructure for all 
institutions providing cultural heritage

• Openness, Acceptance and Flexibility



RDA can be a basic standard

not in form of a takeover but as a 
standard which is

• Based on principles
• Format-independent
• International
• Linked to other standards
• Applicable in modern technical environments

RDA can be a nexus for cultural heritage
and a linking point for cultural institutions.
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There are so many
ways to build a 
house!
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