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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Leipzig building opened 2.9. 1916
Frankfurt am Main building opened 14.5.1997
Leipzig new annex opened 9.5.2011



Renate Behrens | CIDOC | | September 2014 

 
German National Library: History 
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Leipzig + Frankfurt 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Due to the history of Germany, the national library is relativly young and is build up as shown in the slide. Founded in the beginning of the 20th century in Leipzig, complemented after the Second World War with an site in Frankfurt and finally reunified in 1990 to one institution with two sites. 
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Collection 

We collect everything published 
since 1913 
– in Germany or abroad  
– in German  
– translations into German  
– works about Germany 
– since 2006 also 
 online publications 



Office for Library Standards 

Renate Behrens | CIDOC | | September 2014 5 

Office for the Committee 
for Library Standards 

Sekretariat of the 
Consortium of 

the Library 
Networks 

GND 
Authority 

file 

Rules Standards 

Data 
formats 

Representative 
in international 

commitees 

Internationalisation of 
Standards 

(RDA, MARC 21) 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
I am member ot the Office for Library Standards, which is concerned with the tasks you can see on the slide. A topic in the last years is the internationalisation of standards and formats.
I am the head of the RDA implementation project in Germany, Austria and German-speaking parts of Switzerland.
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Coming back to a fundamentally question: our users are nowadays confronted with an certain information overload. They know that there are numerous types of publications or objects preserved and provided by different institutions. This diversity, which reflects on the one hand our cultural tradition and our cultural richness, on the other hand often let him give up or make him helpless or uncertain.  



What does the user really 
want? 
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
So what do our users really want? Just information. For a first step they dont want to know where they are coming from. 
We need to have common strategies which allow us to connect, to link our metadata to make our collections visible. 
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What do we need for such a 
common strategy 

The hard skills 
• Workflows 
• Organisational structures 
• International standards 

 
The soft skills 
• Flexibility 
• Acceptance  
• Courage 

 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
We have to build up workflows to connect our metadata, because at the moment we mostly have no tradition to work across different institutions like museums, archives or libraries. This workflows have to be build up on reliable organisational structures. Furthermore we need standards and models which are flexible and open for the needs of different cultural institutions.



An example from the library 
community 
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
The German-speaking library community has made experiences in the last years in implementing the international standard RDA for the authity data and the biographical data. The so called RDA project, even based on a reliable organisational structur, requires a lot of input on human resources as well as costs. 
Here an example from the library community:
Over many years the German-speaking countries have developed well-proven workflows in exchanging metadata and in cooperative working. With an international standard this tradition will be extended, datas from the German-speaking community will become more visible and international metadatas can be used more effectivly. Furthermore, the standard RDA gives the possibility to describe all types of materials and is so more applicable for the requirements of modern resesarch systems.



cooperative project 
in three countries 

Vertretungen der 
Öffentlichen Bibliotheken 
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
The RDA project is a cooperative project with 16 partners, it joins national libraries, state libraries, library networks, representatives from special libraries and from public libraries.



RDA for museums and archives 
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Every big business starts with a small step.
Up to now the main focus of RDA has been on the cataloguing of library materials; indeed the standard was developed within the library environment. In autumn 2013 the German National Library invited collegues from archives, museums and research institutions to discuss this approach. About 100 interested individuals from a range of cultural institutions accepted the invitation.
In this discussion it became clear that the RDA standard needs further development in order to achieve broad-based acceptance among the cultural institutions. 
A working group consisting of representatives from the archives, museums and other institutions was set up and has started it’s work in February 2014. The objective of this working group is the participation in the international development of the standard and the input of expertise in the actual implementation project. 



GND - a linking point 
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
At the moment it seems to be an illusion that the existing cultural institutions can come togehter. How can we start? We do have connection (linking) points. One of the most well-known instrument for the German-speaking community is the Integrated Authority File (GND).
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Here an overview of the actual content of the GND.
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VIAF as a hub 

Friedrich von Schiller 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
The Virtual International Authority file is at the moment one of the biggest hubs for authority data. It combines several Authority files from mostly libraries all over the world. 
Exception: Getty Union List of Artist Names




Authority data as a first linking 
point? 
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Could the use of standardised authority data a first solution?



Needs for such linking points 

Renate Behrens | CIDOC | | September 2014 

Books 

Buildings 

Images 
Objects 

Films 

Music 

Letters 

16 

Libraries 

Documentation 
centres 

Museums 

Archives 

Others 

Organisation 

Strategies 

Approximation 
of the 

standards 

Integration 
and use of 

existing 
linking tools 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
So what do we need to come to such linking points? First of all we have to work out common strategies and standards which allow us to connect our metadata. An organisational structure for the workflows and the needed working groups seems to be importend as well.



Conclusion? 
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
So why not coming together and try to make our users happy and bring to light our wonderful collections!
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Information GND 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Part of our information and communication concept is a public wiki-space with free access for everybody.
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Information 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Part of our information and communication concept is a public wiki-space with free access for everybody.
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Renate Behrens 
r.behrens@dnb.de 

Thank you! 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
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RDA Toolkit 

• agreement with ALA and the co-publishers of RDA for a group 
subscription to the RDA Toolkit that provides service to all 
participating institutions in Germany, Austria and Switzerland 

• held and organized by the DNB 
• financed by a redistribution treatment 

 
• English version is the reference source for all work on the 

standard (e.g. Policy Statements) 
• German version (updated later than the english version) is 

reference source for the daily work in the libraries and other 
cataloguing institutions 
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