
The new official RDA Toolkit and it‘s
Implementation in DACH

Renate Behrens, Barbara Pfeifer

| Renate Behrens, Barbara Pfeifer | RDA DACH | 17 November 20221



2 | Renate Behrens, Barbara Pfeifer | RDA DACH | 17 November 2022

Inhaltsverzeichnis

1. Community development in DACH
2. The Cataloguing Manual for DACH 

Libraries
3. DACH Documentation Platform
4. RDA Application Profile



Committee on Standards

is in        opening up to other cultural institutions

Expert Group 
for

Data Formats

Working Groups for Special 
Materials

Music, Audiovisuel Resources, Old 
Prints, Manuscripts, Images, Art 
Books, Data Provenance, Literary

Archives, Performing Arts

Expert Group 
for

Cataloguing

Committee
for the GND

Platform of all Working Groups

Committees in 
DACH

| Renate Behrens, Barbara Pfeifer | RDA DACH | 17 November 2022



4 | Renate Behrens, Barbara Pfeifer | RDA DACH | 17 November 2022

Community Work in DACH 

Opening of the
Committee for Library 

Standards and our
Authority File (GND)

Community 
Work

Museums

Archives

Buildings

Ethnology

Judaica



| Renate Behrens, Barbara Pfeifer | RDA DACH | 17 November 2022

Expert Group for Cataloguing
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Expert Group for Cataloguing
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Libraries Ausarbeitung eines 

neuen Regelwerks 
für die 

Inhaltserschließung

Querschnittsaufgaben 
aus anderen 

Arbeitsgruppen (GND-
Ausschuss, 

Sonderarbeitsgruppen 
etc.)

Beteiligung an der 
Weiterentwicklung 

der RDA auf 
internationaler Ebene 

Now reports on this

Barbara Pfeifer



7 | Renate Behrens, Barbara Pfeifer | RDA DACH | 17 November 2022

– Working title “Cataloguing handbook” - to be developed in the 3R project for 
DACH libraries.

– Cooperative development by the members of the Expert group of Cataloguing 
and colleagues from the libraries

– Project duration March 2019 to December 2022

3R Project for DACH Libraries
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 A common handbook for all RDA users in the DACH region 

 DACH RDA practice is continued

 Clarity is improved: all RDA rules, DACH-AWR and DACH ERL (explanatory 
notes) are listed in one place in the text

 Examples are chosen specifically for German-language needs

Goals
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 Certain regulations that have not proven themselves in practice are changed 
or dropped

 The text of the rules is made more understandable

 The connection to the new toolkit is made by links

 The new RDA concepts could be adopted at a later date after better 
examination

Goals
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•based on the new toolkit, all rules in one place 
(RDA DACH AWR and ERL are presented in the 
text directly to the RDA rule)

Elements

•Topics such as “Recording and transcription", 
“Sources of Information", "", ...Guidance

•All important rules in one place
•Monograph, multi-part monograph, continuing 
resources, theses, ...

Resources

Structure of the catalguing handbook
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– Working environment so far the DNB Confluence wiki - will be closed for 
editing at the end of November 2022

– Transfer to a Wikibase environment has started, in a coordinated workflow -> 
DACH-Doku project

– The cataloguing handbook will be freely accessible after the first publication

– Corrections and additions can be made later in releases

Where can I find the cataloguing handbook
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– Information events "Practical Update RDA" are planned starting in May 2023

– Target group: RDA users with cataloging experience

– Contents: Structure and use of the cataloging manual, changes of rules

– Duration approx. 3 hours

– Further task: conception of a DACH RDA training for beginners

Trainings
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– WP 5 Follow-up, formulation of further tasks

– the tasks are prioritized and their possible processing is determined

– special working groups work on the element descriptions and resource type 
descriptions 

– further work on the new RDA toolkit and the new RDA concepts

What‘s the next step after that?
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DACH Application Profile

Decisions to take

• Definition of the elements
• Recording method
• Cardinality
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must The RDA elements that must be used (minimum = 1)

standard The RDA elements that should / must be used if it is possible (minimum = 
0)

optional The RDA elements that can be used additionally (minimum = 0)

must not The RDA elements that must not be used (minimum = 0)

Definitions
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– In the first version of the German cataloguing manual, the 
recording method is not yet specifically distinguished by 
resource type.

– That means: Each element is assigned to only one recording 
method.

Recording method
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not repated The RDA elements that must not be repeated (maximum 
= 1)

repated The RDA elements that may be repeated (maximum > 1)

Cardinality

20
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We use
Excel sheets

How do we develop the application profiles?

For each RDA 
element there
is a description
in Wikibase. 
The description 
is linked from 
the Excel sheet.
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How do we develop the Application Profiles?

First, we 
developed a 
standard 
application 
profile for pub-
lished resources.

We then defined 
these for 
monographs, 
ongoing 
resources, and 
integrating 
resources.
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How do we develop the application profiles?

For each 
element, the 
applicable status 
was recorded.

If it is a standard 
element, 
restrictive 
conditions could 
still be defined.
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How do we develop the Application Profiles?

User communities 
responsible for 
specific resource 
types are 
currently 
developing 
additional 
application 
profiles.
For example, the 
“AG Bild" develops 
an application 
profile for image 
resources.
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How do we develop the Application Profiles?

These also 
record the 
applicable status 
for each element 
…

… and add 
whether the 
element should 
be repeatable or 
not.
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How do we transfer the Application Profiles to 
Wikbase?
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How do we transfer the Application Profiles to 
Wikbase?

Transfer with Quick 
Statements …

… to Wikibase



| Renate Behrens, Barbara Pfeifer | RDA DACH | 17 November 202228



29 | Renate Behrens, Barbara Pfeifer | RDA DACH | 17 November 2022

Renate Behrens (r.behrens@dnb.de)
Barbara Pfeifer (b.pfeifer@dnb.de) 

mailto:(r.behrens@dnb.de)
mailto:(b.pfeifer@dnb.de)

