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The Team
Yves Maurer

Head of IT department
– technical manager

– strategic focus

Ben Els

Digital Curator
– manages special collections 

– point of contact for content owners 

– administration of webarchive.lu

– QA on the content level (with student helper)

László Tóth

Software Engineer
– develops software solutions

– indexation, research engines

– manages domain crawls

– administration of technical infrastructure

– QA on the technical level
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Base law for

Luxembourg web legal deposit

Inclusion of websites

in legal deposit ordinance

BnF visit

BnF & INA visit

Whitepaper for BnL 

by Hanzo Archives

IIPC membership

DPC membership

First domain crawl

Inclusion of web archive in 

long-term preservation 

system

Team hiring

Ben Els

Launch of

webarchive.lu

20202004

Proof of concept 

with Heritrix



20242020

From 2 annual domain 

crawls to 4

2021 2022

BnL hosts the IIPC GA, WAC

Team hiring

László Tóth

2023

Public tender for web 

archiving services (IA)

Public tender for web 

archiving services (IA)

in-house crawls of news 

media behind paywall

Transfer of web archive 

collections to new S3 storage

Introduction of a new 

Curation Tool

Move from OpenWayback to 

SOLR and PY Wayback
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Covid-19 Collection

4100 GB

28.000 seeds

2200 crawls
390 seeds daily

171 seeds weekly

209 seeds monthly

820 websites

27.000 news articles

229 Twitter profiles

104 Facebook pages

40 Youtube channels





2023-24 

SUPERWALJOER

2023-24 SUPER 

ELECTION YEAR



June 2023 

Local Elections

October 2023

National Elections

March 2024

Social Elections

June 2024

European Elections

4 Events, 1 ongoing Collection



2 TB of collected Data

34 million documents

1000 seeds

Manual captures of 

Facebook profiles with 

archiveweb.page

Automated crawls of 

Twitter profiles as part 

of domain crawls and 

Archive-It collection

4 Events, 1 ongoing Collection





Advantages of Archiveweb.page

- Free to use

- Intuitive navigation, 

instant feedback

- Playback integrated

Limitations of Archiveweb.page

- Labour-intensive crawling

- Plugin often crashes

(long scrolling on pages has to be 

repeated from the beginning)

- Archived websites might not 

work in playback







Current situation



Legal deposit of social media accounts



- Target producers: Members of the 2018 “Bettel” government

- Official social media accounts of incumbent ministers

- Call for legal deposit addressed to the archiving managers and 

communication staff of ministerial cabinets

- Data shared between the National Library and National Archives



1. Call for participation
detailed guide for downloading 

data from social media 

accounts

2. Follow-up
technical support and 

on-site assistance

3. Receive data
collect datasets on-site 

and check integrity of data 

4. Share results

- responses and statistics 

shared with all participants

- data shared between 

archiving institutions5. Lessons learned
formulate guidelines and 

procedures for new members of 

government and parliament



42
31 74 %

Number of 

accounts

Collected 

accounts

11

Number of 

ministers

Participating 

ministers

17

65 %

10 Twitter

9 Facebook

8 Instagram

4 Linkedin

220 GB of 

data collected



Short project term

- Call for participation shortly before the elections in October 2023 

- Formation of new government in December

- Deadline: Resignation of sitting government

Start-up difficulties

- Ministers manage profiles themselves, communications department has no access

- Mixing of political function with private content 

- Profiles are considered  as “private” or “personal”

- Whatsapp chat groups between members of government were not adressed

Outlook to future collections

- BnL, ANLux, and Parliament administration will work together on raising 

awareness of archiving issues among members of government and parliament

- Legal deposit procedures will be extended to ministries, administrations and 

public institutions




