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RDA in D-A-CH
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Implementation

RDA
Project

Public Libraries 
Special Libraries

Cultural Institutions
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Status of the Implementation

All 16 partners of the RDA project
switched to RDA since January 2016.

RDA has been implemented for the 
Integrated Authority file (GND) in mid 
2014.

 Institutions from outside the project
start with the implementation process
and need support.
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Cooperation D-A-CH – Working Group RDA
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– The whole implementation process has been effected in a 
cooperation of 16 partners (national libraries, state libraries, 
library networks and other institutions). 

– The organisational structure of the project, with expert and 
working groups, will be maintained and developed for the
future work concerning RDA in the German-speaking countries.

Cooperation D-A-CH
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Working Group 
National Libraries
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Most important Working Documents

• Policy Statements
• Standard set of elements defined as mandatory elements

including RDA core elements and additional elements
• Additional agreements for National Libraries
• Working documents with special instructions e.g.for the

formats
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Trainings

https://wiki.dnb.de/display/RDAINFO/Schulungen
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– Modularized materials – starting with Module 1 (Introduction to
FRBR) until Module 6 (Special Materials)

– Worked out in a cooperative process by all project partners

– Regular updates

– 2017 ff under the responsibility of the German National Library

– Great demand for trainings from libraries and institutions
outside the RDA project.

– The German National Library is providing external trainings
since January 2016

Trainings
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RDA Toolkit

Consortial Licence for
Germany, Austria and 

Switzerland
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RDA Toolkit

• Consortial licence for all libraries and other cultural institutions in 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland

• This also applies for institutions from beyond D-A-CH with head
offices in D-A-CH (e.g. Goethe-Institute)

• Does not apply for commercial institutions
• Consortium leader and manager is the German National Library
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RDA-Info-Wiki
• Platform for information, 

communication and 
documentation

• Working documents
• Training materials
• Technical informations
• Information about consortia and 

working groups in D-A-CH
• Information about international 

consortia and working groups

• rda-info@dnb.de
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Cataloguing policies and further steps
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Implementation 
RDA

2012-2015

RDA
2016 ff
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– We take over all changes in RDA in the German 
translation.

– We supervise and update the Policy Statement 
for the German-speaking community (D-A-CH) 

– We continue with the cooperative work in the
three countries.

– We keep on to cooperate at the international 
level.

Cataloguing Policies
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Happy end? 
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RDA in Europe
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International Cooperation until 2015

JSC
Joint Steering Committee for Developing RDA

DNB

D
A

CH

Renate Behrens | RDA in Europe | Centrum NUKAT | Warszawa | 14 October 2016



Joint Steering Committee for Development of RDA 
(JSC)

Committee of Principals
(CoP)

American Library 
Association (ALA)

British 
Library 

(BL)
Chartered Institute of 

Library and 
Information 

Professionals (CILIP)

Deutsche 
Nationalbibliothek 

(DNB)

Australian
Committee

on 
Cataloguing

(ACOC)

Library of 
Congress 

(LoC)

Canadian
Committee on 
Cataloguing

(CCC)

International cooperation until 2015
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Internationale Cooperation since 2016

RSC
RDA Steering
Committee

EURIG
Europa

D
A

CH

EURIG
Editorial

Committee
European Regional 

Representative
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EURIG

www.slainte.org.uk/eurig
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Governance in Transition:
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EURIG Governance and Representation
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EURIG Decision Making
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EURIG Editorial Committee
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Europe Votes
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First Europe Proposal 
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RDA in Europe
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RDA in Europe – specific challenges
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• Translations
• Multilinguism
• Different cultural environment



Translations
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Multilinguism

Italian
German

French



Different cultural environment
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Different cultural heritage
e.g. juridical and religious

works

Organisational structure

Workflows

Cataloguing
traditon



Requirements for Internationalization
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• Openess for cultural diversity
• More general rules in RDA e.g for juridical works
• Alignements to further standards
• No language-dependent rules e.g. more international 

codes
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RDA and Special Materials

RDA ???
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From Paintings to Buildings RDA ???
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WG Literary Estates
2014–2017

Committee for Library Standards

Expert Groups
WG Old Books

2015 ff
WG Graphic

Materials
2016 ff

WG Manuscripts
2017 ff
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Special Materials
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Committee GND
2017 ff



RDA – a tool for everything?
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RDA can be a basic standard
not in form of a takeover but as a 
standard which is

• Based on principles
• Format-independent
• International
• Linked to other standards
• Applicable in modern technical environments

RDA can be a nexus for cultural heritage
and a linking point for cultural institutions.
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Thank you
Renate Behrens 
Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 
r.behrens@dnb.de

RDA-Info-Wiki 
https://wiki.dnb.de/display/RDAINFO/RDA-Info
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